
2023 TMF LECTURE TOPICS 
	  

APPLICATION	  PROCEDURES	  
	  

 
Students/Parents 
1) Download this form below and write on the blank lines your 1st, 2nd, and 3 choices of topics you wish to talk about. 
2) Scan the completed form and save as a file.  Upload the file via the link you have received. 
3) Deadline for topic choice submissions is January 10, 2023 (11:59 PM).  Topics will be assigned on a first-come, first- 
    served basis. 
4) Deadline for the written draft of the lecture is January 25, 2023 (11:59 PM). See application procedures on page 3. 
 
 

_____  1) If you have played any piece that starts with the letter “A” in either the title of the song or the title of the movement, 
describe what you liked about the piece and how the music sounded like the title.  
 

_____  2) If you have ever played a piece from one of the two Anna Magdalena Bach Notebooks, name that piece and 
describe why you liked the piece. Mention the musical phrases that you liked and why. 
 

_____  3) What is Alberti bass?  By whom and when was it invented?  Show some musical examples. 
 

            4) What are the various aspects of accuracy, e.g. accurate rhythm, accurate dynamics, etc., and what are their 
comparable levels of importance? 
 

_____ 5) Define the word, “tempo” and in what language did this originate? Describe the difference between the 2 tempi, 
Allegro and Presto.  Which tempo do you think allows more stylistic expression and why? Are there pieces you have played 
that are marked Allegro or Presto that you feel should be slower in tempo? If so, explain. 
 

           6) Define the musical term, “accelerando,” and some of the purposes it serves in music?  There are several works by 
famous composers known for it’s accelerando.  Name one and describe why the accelerando was important for this piece. 
 

_____7) There are many musical compositions and musical terms that contain the word, “alla.” Name a piece and a musical 
term with this word and describe the meaning of this word in the music selection and term you chose.  For the music 
composition, describe how the style of the music appropriately fits the title. 
 

_____8) Antonio Vivaldi was a very prolific and important composer of the Baroque period. Give a short biography about 
him that includes instruments he played, his career development, and why he died in poverty. 
        

_____ 9) Antonio Vivaldi’s composition, “The Four Seasons,” is one of his most famous works. Give a brief desciption of 
this work (its style, form, compositional techniques, etc.) and describe why this composition was deemed radical and 
innovative for his time? 
 

_____10) These composers of the Baroque era have names that start with letter “A” in either their first, middle or last name: 
Alessandro Scarlatti, Tomas Albinoni, Arcangelo Corelli.  Write a few sentences about each composer, their birthplace, the 
instrument(s) they played and what each composer was famous for. 
 

_____11) In Baroque opera, what is the difference between an aria and a recitative? Some instrumental music has the title 
“Aria” in their pieces. What is the style of arias for instrumental music? 
 

_____12) Allemande is a type of dance that was created in the 16th century.  Where did it originate and in which countries did 
it quickly become popular?  Describe what the original Allemande (meter, tempo, style) was like and describe the changes of 
style of this dance form during the 18th and through the 19th century. 
 

_____13) Write a short biography about Aaron Copland to include the places he studied and the teachers and composers that 
influenced his style of writing. What awards and accolades did he receive in his lifetime?  His work, “Appalachian Spring,” 
was very well-received. Describe why he wrote this piece, and what story it depicts. 
    

_____14) Define and describe the style “atonal” music and name some composers who wrote in this style. 
 

_____15) Astor Piazzolla was an innovative composer for tango music, who developed a new style of tango called, “nuevo 
tango.” Give a brief biography of Piazzolla and describe the style differences between the traditional tango and the “nuevo 
tango.” 
 
 
 


